
“You shall be a 
crown of beauty 

in the hand of the 
Lord...”

Isaiah 62:3

We strive to be a 
jewel in the 
crown of God...

Because of G
od’s great love and grace to us, I (w

e) w
ish to help share G

od’s love 
throughout the year w

ith ongoing financial support of the m
ission and m

inistries of 
St. W

ilfrid of York Episcopal C
hurch.

Please bring this card w
ith you to church on Celebration Sunday, O

ctober 11th, 2015.
Thank you for giving, as w

e strive to be a jew
el in the crow

n of G
od.

Stew
ardship C

am
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Please print clearly

N
am

e: _____________________________________________________________________

A
ddress: ___________________________________________________________________

C
ity: ______________________________________  State: ______  Zip: _______________

Phone: _____________________________  Em
ail: _________________________________

$ ________________       (Please C
ircle)         W

eekly             M
onthly

Signature: ___________________________________________

D
ate: ________________________

I (w
e) w

ill pledge online at
w

w
w.stw

ilfridschurch.org

I (w
e) w

ould like to pay our pledge 
by credit/debit card or e-C

heck/
A

C
H

 transfer.  Please contact m
e.

P
ledge paym

ents can be m
ade via 

credit/debit card and e-C
heck (A

C
H

). 
To pay your pledge online, please go to:

w
w

w
.stw

ilfridschurch.org/#/
serm

ons-new
s/stew

ardship-cam
paign

Legacy is about life and living.
Legacy is about learning from the past.
Legacy is about building for the future.

Have you considered a 
Legacy Gift to St. Wilfrid’s Church 

in your estate plan?

St. Wilfrid’s Legacy Circle endowment program 
is comprised of individuals, couples and families 
who have declared their intent to support the 
future ministry of the Church by naming St. 
Wilfrid’s as a beneficiary in their estate plan. It 
provides parishioners an opportunity to ensure 
that their participation in the mission, programs 
and ministries of the Church will continue for 
future generations through a legacy gift.

By making a commitment through a legacy gift, 
you receive the personal satisfaction of knowing 
that your gift will fund the mission of St. Wilfrid’s 
in perpetuity. Your gift will support the Church’s 
guiding principles of connecting with people, 
spiritual formation, outreach, youth development, 
celebrating diversity, varied liturgical corporate 
worship, evangelism and discovering gifts and 
passions.  There are many ways to include a legacy 
gift in your estate plan including retirement plans, 
charitable gift annuities, real estate, wills, trusts 
and life insurance.  Interested in providing legacy 
giving to St. Wilfrid’s?...Please contact Fr. Michael.

RENEWING OUR DREAM
In just a few short weeks, on October 11, 2015, 
St. Wilfrid’s will celebrate our Patronal Feast 

Day. This is a very spe-
cial day in the life of our 
church, as we reflect not 
only on the blessings we 
enjoy right here in Hun-
tington Beach, but on the 
life of St. Wilfrid himself 

and how that life inspires us still today. From 
1,300 years in the past, his purpose and pas-
sions live on in the parish 
that bears his name more 
than 6,000 miles from his 
home.

In the coming months, we 
will be invited to undertake 
a renewal of our campus. 
25 years into the vision that 
was cast for this beautiful 
worship space, it is time to give 
significant attention to our 
aging infrastructure, ensuring its use for the years 
ahead, and envisioning what those enjoying this 
campus 25 years from now will need. Just as those 
who paved the way for what we enjoy today, we will 
be called to sacrifice for those who will utilize this 
sacred space beyond our lifetimes.

The spirit of Wilfrid lives! Together, may we ensure 
that his spirit lives on for generations to come!

St. Wilfrid of York Episcopal Church
18631 Chapel Lane • Huntington Beach, CA 92646

714.962.7512 • www.stwilfridschurch.org
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Why Does My Pledge 
to St. Wilfrid’s Matter?

As Rector, I get this question 
in one form or another more 
than you might expect. For 
many, how the church is 
financed is a question they 
never quite settle in their 
own minds. For some, past 
experiences with other 
churches or denominations 

are assumed to be what they can expect at St. 
Wilfrid’s. Let me take just a few lines to answer 
frequent questions and share some of the reasons 
your pledge matters.

“Clergy salaries are funded by the Diocese, 
aren’t they?”  There are two primary categories of 
congregations in the Episcopal Church; Missions, 
and Parishes. Though not the case in all Missions, 
the Diocese does fund 
ministry to some extent 
in those congregations. 
Parishes, like St. Wilfrid’s, 
are congregations that 
are not dependent on the 
Diocese for funding or other support. Parish 
status provides a level of self-determination, but 
also carries with it increased responsibility. That 
means that every aspect of parish ministry is 
dependent upon the regular financial support of 
those who make St. Wilfrid’s their church home.

“A lot of Episcopal Churches have endowments 
that fund ministry. Isn’t St. Wilfrid’s funded in 
part through endowments?” Though St. Wilfrid’s 

has established a Legacy Circle of committed pa-
rishioners who have remembered us in their es-
tate planning, an important aspect of planning for 
the future of our church, no endowment has been 
funded to date. Throughout the years, some have 
remembered St. Wilfrid’s in their wills for specif-
ic projects or purposes. Our Bequest Policy guides 
the use of those funds to ensure the intentions of 
the donor are honored. Day-to-day operations of 
the parish are not funded through contributions of 
this type.

“Are there ministries that are funded outside of 
the regular operating budget?”  Yes, and this is 
important to know. The 
operating budget pro-
vides support for the 
basic needs of congre-
gational life, including 
funding for the worship 
experiences we enjoy 
week to week. There is 
support for vital min-
istries beyond St. Wil-
frid’s as well, including 
Beach Cities Interfaith 
Services, and a myriad 
of ministries that are possible through our shared 
support with other Episcopal Churches across the 
Diocese and around the world. Ministries such as 
St. Wilfrid’s Music Guild, the new St. Wilfrid’s Song 
School, Youth Mission and other special projects 
are funded by special donations outside of the an-
nual budget. Our Pledge dollars do not fund these 
special ministries, though they add great value to 
our shared experience.

“What do my Pledge dollars support then?”  Any 
church is first and foremost a people business… 
with a divine purpose to be sure, but the church 

is  in  the  business  of  touching  spiritual 
people at the 
point of their 
spiritual needs. 
We do not pro-
duce a physical 
product, there-
fore our ex-
penses are not 
product driven, 
but service driven. As in any service related in-
dustry, our primary expenses are people expens-
es. Those people expenses, however, translate 
into significant spiritual experiences and pastoral 
responses to individual needs that inspire and 
equip us for living a life of faith in an increas-
ingly challenging world. Our pledge dollars make 
possible the professional staff that serves us faith-
fully every week… clergy, parish administration, 
children and youth staff, musicians, communi-
cations, facilities maintenance, technical and in-
frastructure support. It also funds the upkeep of 
our facilities, strengthened though an amazing 
volunteer staff, keeps the lights on, and supports 
the previously mentioned outreach ministries at 
home and around the world.

“How should I determine the right amount to 
pledge?”  For thousands of years of spiritual prac-

tice, the disci-
pline of the tithe 
(one-tenth) has 
been exercised 
by millions. The 
Hebrews of Old 
Testament times 
were encouraged 
to bring tithes 
to the temple to 

support the work of the priests and care for the 

needy in their midst. The Apostles in the early 
days of the Christian Church also encouraged 
such offerings for the work of the Gospel and in-
stituted the work of deacons, in part, to facilitate 
the use of those offerings for the care of those in 
need.  In the Episcopal Church, our General Con-
vention has 
consistent-
ly encour-
aged all 
m e m b e r s 
to “develop 
a person-
al spiritu-
al discipline which includes tithing, prayer and 
study, Sabbath time, and corporate worship.” 
Though giving 10% of our income to the church 
is not possible for all, it remains a spiritual dis-
cipline that enriches the spiritual lives of Chris-
tians the world over. 

As you 
can see, 
the minis-
tries of St. 
Wi l f r i d ’s 
that are 
important 
to us all, 
d e p e n d 

on each of us participating as fully as possible. 
At whatever level you can support, you make it 
possible for this community of faith to continue 
encouraging spiritual pilgrims year after year. 
Thank you so much for all you do to keep St. Wil-
frid’s a vibrant community of faith!

Blessings,
Michael Archer, Rector


